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side of the hoard of trustees of that period, or from some colli-
sions arising within the body itself, it appears that, before Mr,
Webster left the State of "New Hampshire, legislative interfer-
ence with the chartered rights of this college was threatened;
and its president, Dr. Brown, was anxious to secure his influ-
ence and services. Mr. "Webster, however, declined to take
any part in these disputes as they then stood. But, in the
following year (1816), the difficulties, which had become mixed
with political interests, culminated in a direct interference by
the Legislature. In that year an act was passed, changing the
corporate name from " The Trustees of Dartmouth College"
to " The Trustees of Dartmouth University;" enlarging the
number of trustees, vesting the appointment of some of them
in the political bodies of the State, and otherwise modifying
the ancient rights of the corporation as they existed under
its charter derived from the crown of England.

A majority of the existing trustees refused to accept or to
be bound by this act, and brought an action of trover in the
Supreme Court of the State, in the name of the old corporation,
against a gentleman, Mr. W. H. Woodward, who was in posses-
sion of the college seal and other effects, and who claimed to
hold them as one of the officers of the newly-created " uni-
versity." The argument in this case was made in the State
court, for the college, by Mr. Mason and Mr. Jeremiah Smith,
assisted by Mr. Webster. The decision was against the claim
of the college. It was then determined to remove the cause, by
writ of eiTor, to the Supreme Court of the United States, under
the provisions of the Federal Constitution and laws creat-
ing in that tribunal an appellate jurisdiction in cases which,
although originating in a State court, involve the construction
and operation of thS Federal Constitution. This was supposed
to be such a case, because it was claimed by the college that the
act of the Legislature, modifying its charter, impaired the obli-
gation of a contract; an exercise of power which the Constitu-
tion of the United States prohibits to the Legislature of a State.

As soon as it was known in [New Hampshire that this very
interesting cause was to come before the Supreme Court of the
United States, the friends of the college, including their other
counsel in the State court, unanimously desired to have it com-